
Rise Up. Act Fearlessly. Be bold. 

#TLRetreat2014 



The PLN Challenge 

 Open a Twitter Account 
 Follow another teacher leader 

 Follow @GCSMP  

 Follow a nationally known educator 

 Follow a educational organization or website 

 Share 3 or more tweets about your experience at the 
retreat #TLretreat2014 

 Facebook 
 Create a Facebook account 

 Set your privacy settings 

 Like the Mission Possible page 

 Post a reflection from the retreat or a picture from one 
of your great sessions 

 Center for Teaching Quality  
 Collaboratory - www.teachingcenter.org 

 Join the community 

 

http://www.teachingcenter.org/


The PLN Challenge 

 Zite 
 Download the Zite app 

 Set your preferences 

 Share an article to inform your PLN using either Twitter, Facebook, or 
Wordpress blog  

 Linked-In  
 Create an account 

 Set your profile (including picture) 

 List your skills 

 Start connecting 

 Start blogging 
 Read, like, and follow some educational blogs 
 Decide on you audience, topic, and title for your blog 
 Create an account with Blogger, Tumblr,                                                                                                                                                    

or Wordpress.com 
 Set up your page 
 Write your first post 

 
 Check out my blog at  http://edleadershipherway.com 

 

 

http://edleadershipherway.com/


Professional Learning 
Networks 
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Making Connections:   
Building a Grade Level PLN 

Connect 

Grade Level Groups  

Build 

Who’s at the table? 

Introduce Yourself 

How can we connect? 

Are you on Twitter, Facebook, Linked-In, or 

YouTube? 

Let’s connect via email 

#TLRetreat2014 



What Is Twitter? 

Twitter is a social networking and 

microblogging service that allows you 

to send out short messages called 

tweets.  

Tweets are limited to 140 characters 

but can also contain media like photos 

or videos. 

#TLRetreat2014 

https://twitter.com/


Rise Up. Act Fearlessly. Be bold. 



Step 1: Join 

 To sign up for Twitter, either download the 
Twitter App  or go to Twitter.com and create a 
username.  
 

TIP: Don’t make your username too long and make it something 
that identifies you, like your name, rather than a complex 
nickname. 

 

 Compete your bio so people know who you 
are, and add an image.  

 
TIP: Personally, I like real photos much better than cartoon avatars. 
It helps you to build your relationship with your PLN. 

#TLRetreat2014 



 
Step 2:  Follow people 

 

Start with some educational tweeters  
  @Jerry Blumengarten  

@ isteconnects 

@ Edudemic 

@edutopia 

 

TIP: Once you have a few people to follow, look at 
who they are following and you will start to build up 
your PLN. 

 

Follow other teacher leaders and MP 
specialists @lmkinard 

 

#TLRetreat2014 

https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
https://twitter.com/cybraryman1
https://twitter.com/isteconnects
https://twitter.com/isteconnects
https://twitter.com/Edudemic
https://twitter.com/Edudemic
https://twitter.com/edutopia
https://twitter.com/edutopia


Step 3: Lurk 

• Spend some time checking out the 

stream of tweets and getting the hang 

of tweeting, retweeting, direct 

messaging and hashtags 

• Most people who use Twitter don’t 

actually use the Twitter website. 

– Tweetdeck 

– Hootsuite 
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Step 5. Contribute and Stick 
with it! 

• Don’t be afraid to start replying to 
people, retweeting tweets, asking 
questions and striking up 
conversations.  

 

• Twitter may take some getting used to 

 
TIP: Make yourself check in to Twitter daily for a month 
before you make any decisions about whether it is for 
you. 
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